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The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust and programming division
Pittsburgh International Children's Theater will present
the 25th anniversary celebration of Pittsburgh Interna-
tional Children’s Festival from May 11-15, 2011. The
five-day festival will showcase international artists from
Canada, Malli, Ireland, United Kingdom and the United
States and provides affordable opportunities for families
and children to experience live theater. This community
event is one of only four such children’s international
1 festivals in the nation. Lead sponsor of the Pittsburgh
International Children's Festival is Giant Eagle. Featured
| outdoor installations include Amococo from the UK,
and Silent Disco, collaborate installation with University
of Pittsburgh's Department of Theatre Arts. The festival
also features various international performances at indoor venues near the University of Pittsburgh, as well as free outdoor performances
at the K12 Community Stage and activities on the green spaces surrounding Schenley Plaza and the Cathedral of Learning, University
of Pittsburgh. Festival hours are weekdays 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and weekend until 6:00 p.m. For more information, visit www.pghkids.

org or call 412-456-6666.




For Good

A giant inflatable building! A Silent Disco! Bunnies! Theater and free fun at the
Children's Fest

ARTS AND CULTURE, KIDSBURGH

Come for the outdoor balloon animals and face painting, stay for the acclaimed theater, dance and
participatory artwork: that's the hope of the_Pittsburah International Children's Festival, celebrating its 25th
year May 11-15 in Oakland.

While the roving storytellers and caricaturists around the Cathedral of Learning and Schenley Plaza are
the festival's most public face, the real highlights are the performances and other unique pieces, says
Pamela Lieberman, executive director.

That includes Amococo from England, a giant inflated building made of colored fabric on the lower
Cathedral lawn, which is open for exploration. It's the only kids' fest thing not specifically designed for
kids.

The structure presents different appearances throughout the day as sunlight passes through it at
changing angles. "It looks very beautiful from the outside,” says Lieberman, "but the real treat is to go
inside. It feels otherworldly when you go inside.”

Also otherworldly could be the Silent Disco. Scheniey Plaza will feature two DJs broadcasting
simultaneously to wireless headsets available to both children and adults. Listeners can switch between
the channels -- and dance to drummers only they can hear -- among decorations devised by Pitt theater
arts students.

Among the other featured performances is See Saw, a dance piece from Ireland, with dancers imitating
children at play -- who then invite kids in attendance to join in the dancing. Knuffle Bunny, from the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arls, is a stage adaptation of Mo Willems' book.

The festival runs weekdays 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday 1-6 p.m.

Do Good:

* Get information and tickets to the performances here or by calling 412-456-6666.

Writer: Marty Levine

Source: Pamela Lieberman, Pittsburgh International Children's Festival

Image courtesy of Pittsburgh International Children's Festival
http://www.popcitymedia.com/forgood/internationalchildrensfest050411.aspx



Children's Fest offers a cultural cornucopia
Sunday, May 08, 2011
By Andrew Druckenbrod, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

www danielmuilenburg com

Aerial view of Amococo (designed by Architects of Air, UK) that will be set up on the lawn near the
Cathedral of Learning in Oakland as part of the Pittsburgh International Children's Festival.

The Pittsburgh International Children's estival turns 25 this spring, but it should put 41 candles on 'ts
cake. It has presented events and productions from as many different countries since its first season in
1986.

"The International Chi dren's Festival has provided Pittsburgh's young people with opportunities to
understand different cultures through fun and interactive performing arts activities," said Mayor Luke
Ravenstahl. Pittsburgh's CitiParks was a crucial player 'n getting the festival off the ground, collaborating
with the Performing Arts for Children program.

But if anyone should be blowing out the candles on that birthday cake, it's founder Maranne Welch. She
was the executive director of the Performing Arts for Children series in Pittsburgh when she visited the
Vancouver International Children Festival in 1982 and was blown away.

"I came back and told my board about it and they said no," says Ms. Welch." I came back a year later
[with a proposal] and they said no again. Finally by 1984 they started to look for a site." The board hired
her as the festival's executive director and they decided on the North Side, were the festival took place
until it moved to Schenley Plaza in 2008.

With the backing of Citiparks, Ms. Welch had the means to bring the extensive format of the Vancouver
Festival to Pittsburgh: "Like the Vancouver, we had individual performances inside theaters and outside
activities.” Theater performances were sponsored by foundations, individuals and ticket sales while the
outdoor activities were supported by corporations, a framework that essentially exists today.



WHEN

9a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesday
through Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday and
1-6 p.m. Sunday

WHERE

Schenley Plaza
and the lawns
surrounding the
Cathedral of
Learning on
Forbes Avenue at
Bigelow Boulevard,
Oakland, as well
as inside nearby
buildings.
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PITTSBURGH INTERNATIONAL
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL

PHOTO BY RICHARD OSSORN

ADMISSION

$2 for Magical
Forest Silent Disco

$5S for “Amocaoco”

48 for the each

of the four indoor
seated events for
ages 2 and older.

Children younger
than 2 get free
admission but
require a lap pass.

Outdoor activities
and performances
are free.

« A child

walks through
“Amococo,” a giant
inflatable structure
insﬂired by lslamic
architecture.
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post-gazette

Pittsburgh Post-Garelte

Pittsburgh International Children's Festival hits 25-year mark with cultural goodies
Thursday, May 12, 2011, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Larry Roberts/Post-Gazette

The labyrinthine Amococo, as seen from the 36th floor of the Cathedra of Learning, is at the
Pittsburgh Children's Festival in Oakland. t was created by Architects of Air from Nottingham,
Britain.

The most visible sign of the 25th Pittsbur h International Children's Festival being in town wil
be a gargantuan outdoor sculpture on the lawn of the Cathedral of Learning.

Amococo is an inflatable structure that patrons can walk through. It's a colorful creation of the
British group Architects of Air, which has provided towering inflatable sculptures in the past to
the festival.



"It is not created for kids," says festival director Pam Lieberman. "It is presented in festivals all
over the world and is geared toward all ages.”

In addition to that there will be a number of ticketed theater performances and free ones by the
likes of folk singer Maddi Georgi, Debo the Clown and Na Gaels at the outdoor K-12
Community Stage in Schenley Plaza and outdoors storytelling at The Story Corner adjacent to
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Those events are 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays; 9:30 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturday; and 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday.

Here is the schedule for theater shows:

* "Amococo'': The Luminaria sculpture is for all ages. ($5); Cathedral of Learning lawn, 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today through Friday; 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday; 1-5:30 p.m. Sunday;
sessions every half hour.

« "Baobab'': Inspired by African folklore, a young child helps to restore water to a drought-
stricken village. Presented by Le Theare Motus & So Company (Canada, Mali). Alumni Hall
Theater. 12:45 p.m. today-Friday; 4 p.m, Saturday; 5:30 p.m. Sunday.

o "Knuffle Bunny': Stage adaptation of Mo Willems' beloved children's book follows a trip to
the Laundromat in which things go hilariously wrong. Presented by the Kennedy Theater for
Young Audiences on Tour. Alumni Hall Theatre. 9:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. today and Friday.
9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Saturday; 1 and 4 p.m. Sunday.

* "Room on the Broom'': Musical adaptation of Julia Donaldson's book with puppets and
songs. ($8). Presented by Tall Stories (United Kingdom) at Bellefield Hall Auditorium. 9:45 a.m.
and 12:45 p.m. today-Friday; 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday; 2:30 and 5:30 p.m. Sunday.

* ""See Saw'': Contemporary dance production on the theme of looking and being looked at.
Presented by Ciotog (Ireland) at Henry Heymann Theater. 11:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. today; 9:45
and 11:15 a.m. Friday; 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Saturday; 1 and 4 p.m. Sunday.

» "Silent Disco'': A dance party that's different for each kid wearing wireless headsets receiving
tunes from DJs. ($2). Presented by University of Pittsburgh Theatre Arts Department and The
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust (USA) at Schenley Plaza. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday;
sessions every hour.

Unless noted, all events are $8 with discounts for multiple-event tickets; children younger than 2
are free but require a lap pass. For ticket information and for hours visit www.pghkids.org or call
412-456-6666; go to www.pghkids.org.

First published on May 12, 2011 at 12:00 am

Read more: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11132/1145925-51-0.stm#ixzz1Mis8v10j






